
The conditions are as follows: 
• Family members must be legal dependents - spouses and children - of military personnel (including 

National Guard and Reserve members)  
• Service member is activated and deployed for at least 120 consecutive days or more, according to 

officials at the Air Force's Air Mobility Command  
• There is no limit on the number of times family members of deployed troops can travel on Space-A 

flights  
• Those eligible may sign up for Space-A travel before the sponsor's deployment, but no earlier than 

10 days beforehand  
• Dependents can start travel on the first day of the member's deployment and must complete their 

travel by the last day of the deployment 
• Family members must have a letter from the sponsor's commander verifying the deployment, and it 

must be in the dependents' possession. The letter is good for the duration of the member's deploy-
ment. If the letter is lost, destroyed or no longer legible, the family member must get a new one  

• Children under age 18 must be accompanied by an eligible parent or legal guardian. Family mem-
bers in these circumstances are classified as Category 4, which means they have a higher priority 
for getting Space-A seats than retirees and their family members, who have the lowest priority, 
Category 6  

• Officials remind family members that flying Space-A on military or military-contracted flights is a 
privilege, not a guarantee. Passengers should be prepared to purchase commercial transportation at 
any point  

• Space-A passengers also may have to pay certain federal fees when entering or leaving the conti-
nental U.S. on commercial contract aircraft  

For more information including contact information for military terminals, go to: 
http://www.amc.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-060328-001.doc or 
http://www.militarytimes.com/static/projects/pages/011808spaceamemo.pdf  

A permanent policy change will allow family members of deployed military members to travel any-
where “Space-A” or space available on military flights without their sponsors under certain conditions.  The 
change, which took effect Dec. 6, allows qualified family members to fly Space-A without their sponsor within 
the U.S., between the U.S. and overseas, and between overseas areas during the sponsor's deployment period. 
  

This policy applies to all passenger aircraft owned or controlled by the military; however, some Navy 
air terminals had not gotten the word. Therefore, family members may want to print a copy of the policy and 
implementation rules before calling an air terminal or going to a terminal to sign up for a flight. Passengers can 
fly Space-A on military or military-contracted aircraft only after requirements for military cargo and passen-
gers have been met for those flights. Personnel contacted at several air terminals said they generally have a few 
Space-A seats available. Regulations require that all surplus seats be made available for Space-A travel.  
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